
     Book Review Format 

 

For each of your book reviews, you must follow the format below. Please write 

your book reviews following the writing guidelines (ink, double-spaced, write on 

one side of the page, and so on). Be sure to include ALL of the following: 

 

Paragraph 1 - What’s the name of the book you read?  Who is the 

author? Give his/her name and 2-3 details about him/her.  

 

Paragraph 2 - What happened in the book? Give a SHORT summary. 

 

Paragraph 3 - What was the point of the book? What was the author 

trying to say when writing this book? 

 

Paragraph 4 - How did you feel about this book?  Did you like it or 

hate? GIVE REASONS WHY! If you thought it wasn’t good, what could 

be done to improve it? 

 

Paragraph 5 - Who would you recommend this book to? What would a 

person need to know before they could enjoy this book? 

 

In order to PASS this semester, you must read a minimum of four books 

and do four reviews. 



 

Book Review:  Speak 

 

Recently, I finished reading Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson.  Anderson, who lives in 

New York with her husband and four children, has written many books for young adults, 

but Speak was the first to win her a National Book Award and Printz Honor.   

 The main character in Speak, Melinda Sordino, busts an end-of-summer party by 

calling the cops. Now her old friends won't talk to her, and she quickly becomes the school 

outcast.  On top of that, Melinda has a dark secret that she doesn’t dare tell anyone.  She 

tries to survive her first year of high school without thinking about what really happened 

on the night of the party, but a dangerous encounter at the end of the year might finally 

force her to speak the truth. 

 In writing this book, Anderson was trying to help us understand the point of view of 

a frustrated, isolated teenager. Anderson is also trying to say that when a person is faced 

with a horrible situation (like, rape, for example) it is better to tell someone about it, rather 

than bottle it up. 

 While I sometimes had trouble following this book, overall I thought it was very 

interesting.  The author did a good job of slowly revealing the big secret, giving enough 

clues to help you guess without making it too obvious.  The main character, Melinda, is 

funny and tragic at the same time.   The only thing I really didn’t like was the ending. If I 

was the author, I would not have had Melinda’s attacker come after her again in one of the 

final scenes; it felt forced and unrealistic. 

 I would recommend this book to teens, and teenage girls in particular. However, 

before they read Speak, they should know that it contains some very upsetting and graphic 

scenes.  This book should only be read by people who are mature enough to handle it.  

 


